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WOOD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CIVIL DIVISION

TAX FORECLOSURE SALES PROCEDURE
1. All sales are “as is” or "buyer beware."  The Sheriff’s Office does not order a title search and does not guarantee a clear title to any property.  Properties are not open for inspection at any time prior to sale.  Trespassers may be subject to criminal proceedings.

2. Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) 5721.19(J), all bidders must complete and have notarized the appropriate “Tax Delinquency Affidavit,” which can be found at woodcountysheriff.com/sheriff-sales/, BEFORE participating in the Tax Foreclosure Sale.  No transfer can occur until the purchaser provides a notarized affidavit attesting that the purchaser (or a pass-through entity associated with the purchaser) does not own property in ANY Ohio county for which delinquent taxes have been assessed and are unpaid, or that circumstances exist as outlined in R.C. 5721.19(J) that would permit the purchaser to receive the title notwithstanding the delinquency.  Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in the “Delinquent Tax Affidavit” is guilty of falsification, a misdemeanor of the first degree.

a. Tax Delinquency Affidavits:

i. If you are purchasing the property in your own individual capacity, you will use the form entitled “Tax Delinquency Affidavit for Individuals”

ii. If you are purchasing the property as the agent of a company, you will use the form entitled “Tax Delinquency Affidavit for Organizations”

3. Following the auction of the property, the successful purchaser must complete the “Purchaser Information Form,” which can be found at https://woodcountysheriff.com/sheriff-sales/, pursuant to R.C. 2329.271.  Forms will be available at the sale.

4. The next day after the sale of a property, a return will be made to the Wood County Clerk of Courts by the Sheriff’s Office stating fees for services and stating names of purchaser(s) of property along with Purchaser Information Form.

5. Plaintiffs’ Attorney is responsible for the preparation of the Judgment Entry Confirming Sale and Ordering Deed and Distribution and for the preparation of the Deed. This entry should be submitted to the Court within thirty (30) days from the date of the sale.

6. Once the Confirmation Entry is received from the court, the Sheriff’s Office will contact the purchaser to pay the balance due on the property via cashier’s check, certified check, or personal check. The balance is to be paid within thirty (30) days of the filing of the Confirmation Entry. 

7. The Sheriff’s Office will contact the Plaintiff’s Attorney to receive the deed. The deed should be submitted to the Sheriff’s Office within seven (7) days after the filing of the Confirmation of Sale. The Purchaser may NOT have occupancy of the property until the deed is transferred. The Purchaser could be subject to criminal proceedings if the deed is not transferred and they attempt to enter the property.

8. The deed will be recorded by the Sheriff’s Office with the Wood County Recorder’s Office within fourteen (14) days of payment of the purchase price, provided the deed is received from the attorney.

9. The time frames cited above are in the best possible scenarios.

Any questions, please feel free to contact Deputy Phyllis Haas with the Sheriff’s Office or Jenna Kovach with the Prosecutor’s Office.

Deputy Phyllis Haas: (419) 354-9373

Kayla Rombach: (419) 354-9250
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